
Zincite - ZnO 
Hardness: 4. Cleavage: Perfect. Brittle; cleavable. Toxic if ingested. Insoluble in water. Dissolves 

in HCl and boiling saturated citric acid (although this acid has been recommended to remove 

calcite). Attacked by other acids. Soluble in alkalis. Insoluble in NH3 or ethanol. Sinkankas (1970) 

notes this mineral may 'tarnish or oxidize'; store in dry atmosphere (with desiccant) free of sulfur 

or acid fumes. 
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