
Witherite - BaCO3 

Hardness: 3–3.5. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Toxic if absorbed or ingested. Insoluble in water. 

Attacked to some extent by all acids with effervescence (Crawford reports insoluble in HNO3 or 

H2SO4 but this is doubtful as most simple carbonates are sensitive to acid to some extent). Avoid 

detergent and soap. Insoluble in methanol, ethanol, isopropanol or acetone. 
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