
Wavellite (Fischerite; Hydrargillite of Davy) - 
Al3(PO4)2(OH)3·5H2O 

Hardness: 3.5–4. Cleavage: Perfect. Tolerates sonication. Insoluble in water. Rapidly soluble in 

acids, especially H2SO4. (Crawford reports insoluble in HNO3 or H2SO4 and Kipfer states "not 

dissolved by ordinary acids" but these reports are doubtful given the general acid sensitivity of 

phosphates.) Even brief exposure to any acid damages luster. Avoid strong detergents, soaps and 

NH3. 

 

Hydrargillite (of Cleaveland) is a synonym of gibbsite. Hydrargillite (of Hausmann) is a synonym 

of turquoise. 
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