
Ulexite - NaCa[B5O6(OH)6]·5H2O 
Hardness: 2.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Porous; may absorb water then crack and disintegrate upon 

drying. Slowly attacked by water, but safe enough for a quick cold water rinse, especially compact 

material. Decomposed in hot water. Acicular material may become matted in water; clean with 

anhydrous alcohol or acetone only. Rapidly attacked by dilute HCl or other acids. (Crawford 

reports insoluble in HCl, HNO3 or H2SO4 but given the water solubility of this mineral some attack 

is expected.) Very slowly attacked by atmospheric moisture forming a powdery coating; store in a 

sealed container over desiccant for long term preservation.  
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