
Turquoise - CuAl6(PO4)4(OH)8·4H2O 
 

Hardness: 5 - 6 (variable but soft in earthy masses). Cleavage: Perfect (usually earthy masses with 

no cleavage). Tolerates pure water. Slightly attacked by HCl. Attacked by oxalic acid, H3PO4, 

HNO3 or H2SO4. Avoid detergents, soaps, NH3, NaOH and other alkalis. Tolerates acetone or 

alcohol. Likely unstable to any dithionite recipe. Rohner reports sensitivity to atmospheric oxygen. 
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