Turquoise - CuAle(PO4)4(OH)s-4H20

Hardness: 5-6 (variable but soft in earthy masses). Cleavage: Perfect (usually earthy masses with
no cleavage). May crack and disintegrate upon drying. Insoluble in water. Slightly attacked by
HCI. Attacked by oxalic acid, H3PO4, HNO3 or H2SO4 (Crawford reports insoluble in HNOj3 or
H>SO4, which is doubtful as many phosphates are attacked to some extent by these acids). Avoid
detergents, soaps, NH3, NaOH and other alkalis. Tolerates acetone or alcohol. Likely unstable to
any dithionite recipe. Rohner reports sensitivity to atmospheric oxygen. May be photosensitive

(color fades). May lose what in low humidity environment.
Varieties/related species (treat same as turquoise): Chalchuite (chalchihuitl), rashleighite.
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