
Topaz (Physalite; Pyrophysalite) - Al2(SiO4)(F,OH)2 
Hardness: 8. Cleavage: Perfect. Easily developed basal cleavage. Dust may be toxic if inhaled. 

Sensitive to thermal shock damage, especially when fluid inclusions are present. Several authors 

recommend against sonication (wise advice perhaps for cracked crystals), but this species is 

generally tolerant to this treatment. Insoluble in water. Essentially inert to acids. Stable to hot 

oxalic acid but pay attention to thermal shock risk. Decomposed by hot, concentrated H2SO4. 

Tolerates all dithionite recipes. Stable to NH4HF2. Photosensitive; colored crystals (imperial topaz, 

blue topaz, champagne/brown topaz from Utah, etc.) often fade to colorless (or in some cases, 

blue) under strong light; some examples may become darker. 

 

Varieties/related minerals (treat same as topaz): Brazilian ruby, imperial topaz, pycnite. 
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