Thénardite - NaxSOq4

Hardness: 2.5-3. Cleavage: Perfect. Toxic if ingested. Porous; may absorb water then crack and
disintegrate upon drying. Soluble in water and therefore intolerant of any aqueous treatment. Best
to wash only in the wash only in the mother liquor in which the crystals were originally formed
(may exchange cations and/or anions with aqueous solutions). Soluble in acids and glycerine.
Crawford reports insoluble in HCl, HNO3 or H2SO4 but this is doubtful due to this mineral's
excellent water solubility. Insoluble in ethanol. Hygroscopic; store in sealed container with
desiccant. Sinkankas (1970) reports this mineral "may lose water in excessively dry air" but this is
impossible as the mineral lacks water of hydration in its formula; most likely refers to other species

associated with this mineral.
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