Talc - Mg3Si4O010(OH):

Hardness: 1. Cleavage: Perfect. Among the softest of minerals, easily defoliated, scratched or
bruised. Dust may be toxic if inhaled. Insoluble in water. Excellent chemical resistance. Attacked
slowly by hot concentrated H>SO4 (although Crawford reports insoluble in HC1, HNO3 or H2SO4).
Tolerates Iron OUT/EDTA. Attacked by NH4HF>. Some samples reported to be photosensitive (?).

Varieties/related species (treat like talc): French chalk, minnesotaite, soapstone (see entry under

saponite), steatite.
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