
Sylvite (Silvite; Sylvine) - KCl 
Hardness: 1.5–2. Cleavage: Perfect. Soft; brittle; easily cleaved. Toxic if ingested in sufficient 

quantity. Porous; may absorb water then crack and disintegrate upon drying. Soluble in water and 

therefore intolerant of any aqueous treatment (Crawford reports insoluble in HCl, HNO3 or H2SO4 

but this is doubtful given the significant water solubility of this mineral). Soluble in acids and 

alkalis. Slightly soluble in ethanol or glycerine. Stated by some authors to be 

hygroscopic/deliquescent but this is probably only for impure samples as laboratory-grade KCl is 

stable to atmospheric moisture. Best to store in sealed container with desiccant. 
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