Stilbite group - NaCas(Si27Ale)O72:28H,0

Hardness: 3.5—4. Cleavage: Perfect. Tolerates sonication. Insoluble in water. Rapidly attacked by
acids including HCI although may tolerate brief (three minutes) exposure to dilute HCI. (Crawford
reports insoluble in HNO3 or H2SO4 but some attack is expected given this mineral's sensitivity to
HCIl.) Remove calcite with warm acetic acid and manganese hydroxides/oxides with ascorbic acid.
Derust with oxalic acid. Avoid strong detergents, soap, NH3 and hot alkali. Tolerates any dithionite
recipe but avoid chelators if possible; use Jacquard Hydro. Tolerates EDTA. Becomes frosty after

24 hours with NH4HF>.

A group of similar zeolite minerals expected to have similar physical and chemical properties.

Formula given is for stilbite-Ca.
Varieties/related species (treat same as stilbite): Epidesmine, foresite.
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