Sodalite - Na4(SizAl3)O012C1

Hardness: 5.5-6. Cleavage: Poor/indistinct. Insoluble in water. Attacked rapidly by acids,
including HCl, H2SO4 and acetic acid, with gel formation (although Crawford reports insoluble in
HNO3 or H2SO4).

Varieties/related species (treat same as sodalite): Hackmanite (may be photosensitive; red

specimens may become green, blue or colorless).

References

Mindat: https://www.mindat.org/min-3701.html

Handbook of Mineralogy: https://www.handbookofmineralogy.org/pdfs/sodalite.pdf

Crawford, J. (2009) Solubility data on 646 common and not so common minerals.
www.mindat.org/article.php/553/

Deeson, A., Ed. (1973) The Collector's Encyclopedia of Rocks & Minerals, 288 p. Clarkson N.
Potter, Inc., New York.

Hargis, P. (2008) Light sensitive minerals list. www.mindat.org/mesg-115692.html

King, R. (1985) The care of minerals section 3A: The curation of minerals. Journal of the Russell
Society, 1 (3), 94-113. https://www.mindat.org/jrs/JRS%20Vol%2001-3.pdf

Kipfer, A. (1972) The Micromounter, 211 p. Ott Verlag Thun, Switzerland. In German.

Nash, K. in Howie, F., Ed. (1992) The Care and Conservation of Geological Material, 138 p.

Routledge, London.

North, F., Davidson, C. and Swinton, W. (1941) Geology in the Museum, 94 p. Oxford
University Press, London.

Rohner, T. (2000) Properly clean minerals online cleaning book.

www.strahlen.org/stepbystep/mineralien-reinigung?2.pdf. In German.

Sinkankas, J. (1970) Prospecting for Gemstones and Minerals, 397 p. Van Nostrand Reinhold
Company, New York.
Sinkankas, J. (1972) Gemstone & Mineral Data Book, 346 p. Winchester Press, New York.



Sitzia, F., et al. (2025) Stability of Light-Sensitive Minerals Under UVA34oum Irradiation:
Implications for the Conservation of Cultural Heritage and Museum Display Conditions.

Minerals, 15, 999. https://doi.org/10.3390/min15090999




