
Skutterudite (Smaltite) - CoAs3 
Hardness: 5.5–6. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Dust is toxic. Insoluble in water. Soluble in HNO3. 

Nearly inert to other acids including HCl and cold concentrated citric acid (use these acids to 

remove calcite). Tolerates Iron OUT. Tolerates NH4HF2 which may brighten some samples 

(temporarily or permanently). Some samples may develop light tarnish. May also tarnish under 

"high risk conditions" (King). Sinkankas (1970) notes this mineral may 'tarnish or oxidize'; store 

in dry atmosphere (with desiccant) free of sulfur or acid fumes. Readily alters to erythrite under 

high relative humidity; store in sealed container with desiccant. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as skutterudite): Cheleutite (kerstenite). 
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