
Siderite - FeCO3 
 

Hardness: 3.5 - 4.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Insoluble in water. Overall good but imperfect resistance 

to acids. Nearly inert to cold acids (HCl, citric acid) but rapidly attacked by warm acids, usually 

with obvious CO2 evolution. Tolerates acetic acid but attacked (bleached) by HCl. Soluble in 

aqueous CO2. Tolerates any dithionite recipe. Attacked by NH4HF2. Avoid H2O2. 
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