Siderite (Chalybite) - FeCO;

Hardness: 3.5-4.5. Cleavage: Perfect. May be toxic. Insoluble in water. Overall good but imperfect
resistance to acids. Nearly inert to cold acids (HCI, citric acid) but rapidly attacked by warm acids,
usually with obvious CO> evolution. Crawford reports soluble in warm HCI and insoluble in HNO3
or H>SO4). Tolerates acetic acid but attacked (bleached) by HCI. Overall, use acids with caution.
Soluble in aqueous COs. Tolerates any dithionite recipe. Attacked by NH4HF»>. Avoid H>O.

Varieties/related species (treat same as siderite): Manganosiderite, oligonite (oligon spar),

pistomesite, sideroplesite, sphérosiderite (sphaerosiderite).
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