Sepiolite - Mg4(SicO15)(OH),-6H,0

Hardness: 2. Cleavage: No data. Insoluble in water. May crack and disintegrate upon drying.
Slowly decomposes in HC1, HNO3 or H>SO4 with gel formation (Crawford reports soluble in HCI
and insoluble in HNO; or H2SOs4).

Varieties/related species (treat same as sepiolite): Alpha-sepiolite, beta-sepiolite, meerschaum (a

massive variety of sepiolite used for carvings; may be softened by soaking in water).
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