
Scapolite - Na4Al3Si9O24Cl 
Hardness: 5.5–6. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Insoluble in water. Slowly attacked by concentrated 

HCl. Rate of attack by dilute HCl is slow enough that this reagent can be used to remove calcite 

but minimize exposure; acetic acid may be preferable. (Sinkankas 1970 reports stable to HCl.) 

Insoluble in HNO3 or H2SO4. Tolerates any dithionite recipe as well as hot oxalic acid. May be 

photosensitive; pink samples may fade. 

 

Scapolite is a term for any member of the marialite-meionite solution series. The end members or 

any intermediate member have similar physical and chemical properties and so can be treated the 

same way. Data given here is for marialite (see the separate listing for this species). 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as scapolite): Carbonate scapolite (likely acid sensitive), 

dipyre (a term which also refers to a variety of marialite), wernerite. 
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