
Saponite (Bowlingite; Nephrite; Soapstone) - 
Ca0.25(Mg,Fe)3((Si,Al)4O10)(OH)2·nH2O 

Hardness: 1.5–2. Cleavage: Perfect. Porous; may absorb water then crack and disintegrate upon 

drying. Decomposed by H2SO4. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as saponite): Bowlingite, sauconite. 

 

See separate entries for nephrite and talc (soapstone). 
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