
Samarskite-(Y) (Ampangabeite) - YFe3+Nb2O8 
Hardness: 5–6. Cleavage: Poor/indistinct. May be radioactive. Insoluble in water. Crystals have 

excellent chemical resistance (but Crawford reports slightly soluble to soluble in HCl, HNO3 or 

H2SO4, and Kipfer reports soluble in H2SO4) whereas powder may be slightly attacked by 

concentrated acids. May be hygroscopic; store in sealed container with desiccant. 

 

Related species/varieties (treat same as samarskite): Plumbonioliite. 
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