
Riebeckite - �[Na2][Fe2+3Fe3+2]Si8O22(OH)2 

Hardness: 5–5.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Dust is acutely toxic if inhaled, especially asbestiform 

material. Insoluble in water but acicular material may become matted; clean with anhydrous 

alcohol or acetone only. Excellent chemical stability. Insoluble in HCl, HNO3 or H2SO4. Based on 

chemical formula, expected to have physical and chemical properties similar to arfvedsonite. 

 

Varieties/similar species (treat the same as riebeckite): Blue asbestos, crocidolite, pietersite. 
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