Rhodochrosite (Dialogite) - MnCO;

Hardness: 3.5—4. Cleavage: Perfect. Insoluble in water. Attacked by HCI and other cold acids (even
dilute); more rapidly when warm. Acid attack produces effervescence. (Crawford reports insoluble
in HNO3 or H2SO4 but some attack is very likely from these acids.) Attack often uneven across
specimen surfaces. A quick dip in dilute HCI may be acceptable to remove minor scratches and
blemishes. Some authors recommend avoiding oxalic acid while another author states
rhodochrosite "becomes strikingly attractive" with this treatment. Avoid derusting recipes with
chelators as these may etch. Tolerates Jacquard Hydro. Stable to 12% H>O». Soluble in aqueous
COs. Insoluble in NHj3 or ethanol. May be photosensitive; when exposed to light may be altered

by air, moisture and/or atmospheric pollutants.
Varieties/related species (treat same as rhodochrosite): Capillitite, ponite.

References

Mindat: https://www.mindat.org/min-3406.html

Handbook of Mineralogy: https://www.handbookofmineralogy.org/pdfs/rhodochrosite.pdf

Crawford, J. (2009) Solubility data on 646 common and not so common minerals.
www.mindat.org/article.php/553/

Deeson, A., Ed. (1973) The Collector's Encyclopedia of Rocks & Minerals, 288 p. Clarkson N.
Potter, Inc., New York.

Hardinger, S. (2024) Selective removal of carbonates: A preliminary study.

www.mindat.org/a/hardinger005

Hardinger, S. (2025) Mineral Specimen Cleaning and Development for the Amateur, 339 p.

Herborner Mineralienfreunde (2024) Processing of finds.

https://www.herborner-mineralienfreunde.de/?page _id=150. In German.
King, R. (1983) The care of minerals section 2: The development of minerals. Journal of the
Russell Society, 1 (2), 54-77. https://www.mindat.org/jrs/JRS%20Vol%2001-2.pdf
Kipfer, A. (1972) The Micromounter, 211 p. Ott Verlag Thun, Switzerland. In German.

Miller, H. (1971) Rhodochrosite crystal localities in the west. Mineralogical Record, 2 (3), 105—
110.



Nash, K. in Howie, F., Ed. (1992) The Care and Conservation of Geological Material, 138 p.
Routledge, London.

Pearl, R. (1972) Cleaning and Preserving Minerals Fifth Revised Edition, 87 p. Earth Science
Publishing Company, Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Rohner, T. (2000) Properly clean minerals online cleaning book.

www.strahlen.org/stepbystep/mineralien-reinigung?.pdf. In German.

Sinkankas, J. (1970) Prospecting for Gemstones and Minerals, 397 p. Van Nostrand Reinhold
Company, New York.

Sinkankas, J. (1972) Gemstone & Mineral Data Book, 346 p. Winchester Press, New York.

Weast, R., Ed. (1982) CRC Handbook of Chemistry and Physics, 63rd Edition, 2380 p., CRC

Press, Inc., Cleveland.



