
Pyrochlore group - Formula varies with species 

Hardness: Varies with species. Cleavage: Varies with species. May be radioactive. Insoluble in 

water. Decomposed slowly by hot concentrated H2SO4. May be attacked by warm concentrated 

HCl. (Crawford reports insoluble in HCl, HNO3 or H2SO4.) Otherwise generally inert to, or slightly 

attacked by acids. May be hygroscopic; store in sealed container with desiccant. 

 

A group of related minerals expected to have similar physical and chemical properties. See also 

betafite. 

 

Varieties/related minerals (treat same as pyrochlore group): Calciopyrochlore, ellsworthite, 

endeiolite, hatchettolite, koppite, uranopyrochlore. 
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