Purpurite - Mn**(POy)

Hardness: 4-4.5. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Insoluble in water. Readily soluble in HCI; dilute HCI
used to remove dark alternation coatings. Attacked by other acids. May be photosensitive; when

exposed to light may be altered by air, moisture and/or atmospheric pollutants.

Specimens labeled as purpurite are commonly heterosite instead (see separate entry for this

mineral).
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