Proustite - Ag3AsS3

Hardness: 2-2.5. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Very soft; easily chipped. Likely to be toxic. Sensitive
to thermal shock. Insoluble in water. Tolerates sonication although avoiding this treatment is
recommended by some authors. Attacked by HNO; with precipitation of S. Insoluble in HCI or
H>SOs. Tolerates Iron OUT and tartaric acid. Avoid oxalic acid. Photosensitive; when exposed to
light may be altered by air, moisture and/or atmospheric pollutants. Sinkankas (1970) notes this
mineral may 'tarnish or oxidize'; store in dry atmosphere (with desiccant) free of sulfur or acid

fumes.
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