
Polybasite - [Ag6Sb2S7][Ag9CuS4] 

Hardness: 2.5–3. Cleavage: Imperfect/fair. Soft; easily damaged. Insoluble in water. Attacked by 

HNO3 which produces a sooty surface coating removable by sonication. Resists other acids 

including HCl and H2SO4. Rohner reports polybasite is water soluble, but this is clearly an error. 

May be sensitive to NH3. May be photosensitive; when exposed to light may be altered by air, 

moisture and/or atmospheric pollutants. 
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