Pollucite - (Cs,Na)2(Al2Si4O12)-:2H,0

Hardness: 6.5. Cleavage: None observed. Insoluble in water. Readily attacked by acids including
HNO3 and H>SOs4 (but see below) although slowly by HCI (with separation of silica; powdered
material takes hours to dissolve in hot, strong HCI). Massive material may be frosted rapidly by
HCI, but quick immersion (under one minute) in dilute HCI can be used to remove calcite (warm
acetic acid is slower but safer for this procedure). Remove manganese hydroxides/oxides with

ascorbic acid. Derust with oxalic acid.
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