
Phenakite (Phenacite) - Be2SiO4 

Hardness: 7.5–8. Cleavage: Distinct/good. May be toxic if ingested. Sensitive to thermal shock 

damage. Excellent chemical resistance. Insoluble in water and all common mineral cleaning acids 

(but Rohner reports sensitivity to H2SO4). Tolerates any dithionite recipe or oxalic acid. 

Photosensitive; colored samples may change color or fade. 
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