
Periclase - MgO 

Hardness: 5.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Dust may be toxic if inhaled. Insoluble to very slightly soluble 

in water. Soluble in H2SO4, dilute HNO3, dilute HCl, or other acids. Insoluble in ethanol or acetone. 

Bright surfaces dulled on prolonged exposure to atmospheric moisture; store in sealed container 

with desiccant. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as periclase): Ferropericlase, magnesiowüstite 

(ferropericlase). 
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