
Peacock ore - CuFeS2 (chalcopyrite) or 

Cu5FeS4 (bornite) 

 

Hardness: 3.5 - 4 (chalcopyrite) or 3 (bornite). Cleavage: Poor/indistinct (both species). Massive 

chalcopyrite and/or bornite having an iridescent sheen. This sheen may have been artificially 

induced. To clean with least risk to the sheen use mechanical methods only. Dithionite and oxalic 

acid likely to reduce or completely remove the iridescence. 
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