
Palygorskite (Attapulgite) - 
�Al2Mg2�2Si8O20(OH)2(H2O)4·4H2O 

Hardness: 2–2.5. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Some samples may crack or disintegrate upon drying. 

Treat like clay. See also Mountain Leather, the term used to describe an intertwined mat of mineral 

fibers. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as palygorskite): Lassallite, pilolite. 
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