
Orthoclase - K(AlSi3O8) 
Hardness: 6. Cleavage: Perfect. Insoluble in water. Excellent chemical resistance; tolerates all 

common mineral cleaning acids including hot oxalic acid. Tolerates any dithionite recipe. Slightly 

attacked by hot alkali. May be slightly attacked by NH4HF2. Some samples photosensitive (?). 

Treat like microcline. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat like orthoclase): Loxoclase, moonstone, murchisonite, napoleonite, 

sanidine (see separate entry for this mineral). 
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