Orpiment (Auripigment) - As>S3

Hardness: 1-1.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Very soft; easily bruised and cleaved. Dust is toxic; also toxic
if ingested or absorbed. May be sensitive to sonication. Insoluble in cold water. Soluble to some
extent in hot water. If any aqueous procedure must be used, use only cold water and minimize
exposure time. Insoluble in HCI. Attacked by HNOs. Soluble in H2SO4. Enclosing calcite
traditionally removed with dilute HCI, but dilute acetic acid may be a better choice. Tolerates Iron
OUT/EDTA. Soluble in ethanol and alkalis. May be sensitive to atmospheric oxygen on long term

exposure. Photosensitive; may decompose.
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