
Olivenite - Cu2(AsO4)(OH) 
Hardness: 3. Cleavage: Poor/indistinct. Toxic if ingested. Tolerates sonication with detergent or 

soap in bath. Insoluble in water. Attacked by oxalic acid, H3PO4, HCl, HNO3 and H2SO4 (Crawford 

reports soluble in HNO3 and insoluble in HCl or H2SO4 but insolubility in HCl or H2SO4 is unlikely 

given the broad sensitivity of arsenates to mineral acids). Slightly soluble in NH3. Darkens and 

yields a fine copper metal precipitate with dithionite. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as olivenite): Leucochalcite. 
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