Okenite - Ca19Si1g046:18H20

Hardness: 4.5-5. Cleavage: Perfect. "Cotton balls" very fragile (avoid the temptation to pet them).
Becomes matted in water. Readily soluble in HCI with gel formation. Attacked by other acids.

Avoid strong detergents.

References

Mindat: https://www.mindat.org/min-2967.html

Handbook of Mineralogy: https://www.handbookofmineralogy.org/pdfs/okenite.pdf

Hardinger, S. (2025) Mineral Specimen Cleaning and Development for the Amateur, 339 p.
Rohner, T. (2000) Properly clean minerals online cleaning book.
www.strahlen.org/stepbystep/mineralien-reinigung?2.pdf. In German.

Sinkankas, J. (1972) Gemstone & Mineral Data Book, 346 p. Winchester Press, New York.




