Niter (Nitre; Saltpeter) - KNO3

Hardness: 2. Cleavage: Very good. Toxic if ingested. Very rapidly soluble in water so therefore
intolerant of any aqueous treatment. Rapidly soluble in acids. (Crawford reports insoluble in HCI,
HNO3 or H2SO4 but this is doubtful given the mineral's excellent water solubility.) Insoluble in
diluted ethanol (concentration not specified; best avoided). Sinkankas (1970) reports insoluble in
alcohol (type not specified; likely ethanol). Weakly hygroscopic (pure, laboratory grade material

is not); store in sealed container with desiccant.
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