
Nepheline (Nephelite) - Na3K(Al4Si4O16) 

Hardness: 5.5–6. Cleavage: Poor/indistinct. Insoluble in cold water, decomposed in hot water. 

Readily soluble in acids, forming a gel with HCl, HNO3 or H2SO4. Attacked by cold concentrated 

citric acid. Remove calcite with an organic acid (acetic acid, formic acid, citric acid, etc.) but 

minimize exposure time. Photosensitive; pink samples may fade. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as nepheline): Elaeolite (eleolite), ranite (hydronepheline). 
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