
Montmorillonite - 
(Na,Ca)0.33(Al,Mg)2(Si4O10)(OH)2·nH2O 

 

Hardness: 1 - 2. Cleavage: Perfect. Soft, friable. Pink material labeled as montmorillonite from 

some gem pegmatites is probably a mixture of species with undetermined composition. Pink color 

may fade in acidified H2O2. Likely to swell and disintegrate on prolonged exposure to water. Treat 

like clays. 
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