
Microlite (Mikrolith) group - A2-mTa2X6-wZ-n 
Hardness: 5–5.5. Cleavage: Imperfect/fair. May be radioactive. Insoluble in water. Insoluble in 

HCl or HNO3. Very slowly attacked by H2SO4. Brown or black halos surrounding some crystals 

are due to radiation damage and are generally not removeable. In these cases, the crystal may be 

metamict and should not be removed from matrix. May be hydroscopic; store in sealed container 

with desiccant. 

 

A broad group of related minerals expected to have somewhat similar physical and chemical 

properties. Data given for the group as a whole. 

 

Related species/varieties (treat same as microlite group): Neotantalite, uranmicrolite. 
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