Microlite (Mikrolith) group - A2-mTa2X6-wZ.-n

Hardness: 5-5.5. Cleavage: Imperfect/fair. May be radioactive. Insoluble in water. Insoluble in
HCI or HNOs. Very slowly attacked by HoSO4. Brown or black halos surrounding some crystals
are due to radiation damage and are generally not removeable. In these cases, the crystal may be
metamict and should not be removed from matrix. May be hydroscopic; store in sealed container

with desiccant.

A broad group of related minerals expected to have somewhat similar physical and chemical

properties. Data given for the group as a whole.
Related species/varieties (treat same as microlite group): Neotantalite, uranmicrolite.

References

Mindat: https://www.mindat.org/min-2705.html

Crawford, J. (2009) Solubility data on 646 common and not so common minerals.
www.mindat.org/article.php/553/

Deeson, A., Ed. (1973) The Collector's Encyclopedia of Rocks & Minerals, 288 p. Clarkson N.
Potter, Inc., New York.

Hardinger, S. (2025) Mineral Specimen Cleaning and Development for the Amateur, 339 p.

Howie, F., Ed. (1992) The Care and Conservation of Geological Material, 138 p. Routledge,
London.

King, R. (1985) The care of minerals section 3A: The curation of minerals. Journal of the Russell

Society, 1 (3), 94-113. https://www.mindat.org/jrs/JRS%20Vol%2001-3.pdf

Rowan, A. (2017) Here be dragons or the care and feeding of radioactive mineral species.
www.academia.edu/31501150

Sinkankas, J. (1972) Gemstone & Mineral Data Book, 346 p. Winchester Press, New York.




