Microcline - K(AlSizOs)

Hardness: 6-6.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Insoluble in water. Tolerates sonication but take care to avoid
thermal shock especially when other species are present. Excellent chemical resistance. Tolerates
warm concentrated HCI used to remove hematite. Resists most other acids even when hot and
concentrated. Tolerates all dithionite recipes as well as hot oxalic acid. Well-formed crystals resist
NH4HF> but 'bonespar' variety may be quickly attacked and amazonite variety may suffer minor

mass loss after seven days.

Varieties/related species (treat same as microcline): Amazonite (amazon jade, amazon stone) said

by Rohner to be sensitive to HCI but this is probably an error), hyalophane, rubidium microcline.
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