Melanterite (Copperas; Iron Vitriol) - Fe?*SO4-7H20

Hardness: 2. Cleavage: Perfect. Toxic if ingested. Readily soluble in water and acids and therefore
intolerant of any aqueous treatment. Crawford reports insoluble in HCI, HNO3 or H2SO4 but this
is unlikely given the water solubility of this mineral. Soluble in methanol. insoluble to slightly
soluble in ethanol. Avoid alcohol to clean acicular material; use acetone (with minimal exposure

time) only. Hygroscopic/dehydrates; store in sealed container.
Varieties/related species (treat same as melanterite): Pisanite, zincmelanterite.
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