
 Lepidolite - No fixed chemical formula 
 

Hardness: Variable. Cleavage: None observed when massive/fine grained; perfect when foliated. 

Foliated material very soft; easily damaged and said to easily exfoliate (flake apart) in water but 

this appears to be untrue as 'books' have been soaked in various water solutions of cleaning 

chemicals for days with no exfoliation observed. Not an issue with fine-grained, lapidary grade 

material. Stable to Iron OUT/EDTA, hot alkali and NH4HF2. 

 

Not a valid mineral species but sufficiently common to merit its own listing. The name is usually 

applied to lilac, purple or red micas. 
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