
Lazulite - MgAl2(PO4)2(OH)2 
Hardness: 5.5–6. Cleavage: Poor/indistinct. Brittle. When necessary, matrix removal by 

mechanical methods (vibratory impact tool, air abrasion etc.) recommended. Insoluble in water. 

Attacked somewhat by cold acids and more readily by hot acids but practically insoluble in HCl 

(which is used to etch enclosing marble). Crawford reports insoluble in HCl, HNO3 or H2SO4, 

Deeson reports inert to acids and Kipfer states "not dissolved by ordinary acids" but these reports 

are dubious because many phosphates are sensitive to these acids to some extent. 
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