Kyanite (Cyanite; Disthen; Disthene) - Al:(SiO4)O

Hardness: 5.5-7. Cleavage: Perfect. Brittle; easily splinters along c-axis. Avoid metal tools. Dust
may be toxic if inhaled. May be sensitive to sonication. Excellent chemical resistance to common
mineral cleaning chemicals. Insoluble in water, HCl, HNOj3 or H2SOs. (Rohner reports sensitivity
to H3PO4, HNO;, HCI and H2SOs.) For derusting tolerates Iron OUT (and likely any other
dithionite recipe) and oxalic acid. Attacked slowly by NH4HF>; use caution and limit exposure.
One report records that blue samples may be photosensitive, but this is either uncommon or an

CITOr.
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