
Kernite (Rasorite) - Na2[B4O6(OH)2]·3H2O 

Hardness: 2.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Soft; splinters readily. Toxic by absorption. Slowly soluble in 

cold water and rapidly soluble in hot water, so therefore intolerant of any aqueous treatment. 

Soluble in dilute acids (Crawford reports insoluble in HCl, HNO3 or H2SO4 but this is unlikely 

given the water solubility of this mineral). White powdery residue (tincalconite) forms over time 

as any borax present loses water (especially in low humidity); this residue is best removed by 

gentle application of compressed gas or with a quick rinse in cold water followed by thorough and 

immediate drying. Can gain water in a humid atmosphere; store in sealed container with desiccant. 

Said by King to also lose water. 
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