Kermesite - Sb>S,0

Hardness: 1-1.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Fragile; easily cleaved and scratched. May be toxic. Insoluble
in water but acicular material may become matted; clean with anhydrous alcohol or acetone only.
Attacked by HCI. May produce toxic H2S gas (rotten eggs smell) with acids. Soluble in strongly
alkaline solutions; avoid soaps and detergents. Whitish grey to yellow coatings (stibiconite and
related hydroxides/oxides?) may be removed with 5-10% NaOH however if replacement is

sufficiently advanced the specimen may disintegrate.
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