Kaolinite (Kaolin) - Alx(Si2Os5)(OH)4

Hardness: 2-2.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Often softens and disintegrates in water in which it is

insoluble. Soluble with decomposition in HCI. Insoluble in HNO3 or H2SO4. Treat like clay.

Varieties/related species (treat like kaolinite): China clay, chrome-kaolinite, lithomarge,

miloschite.

References

Mindat: https://www.mindat.org/min-2156.html

Handbook of Mineralogy: http://www.handbookofmineralogy.org/pdfs/kaolinite.pdf

Crawford, J. (2009) Solubility data on 646 common and not so common minerals.
www.mindat.org/article.php/553/

Deeson, A., Ed. (1973) The Collector's Encyclopedia of Rocks & Minerals, 288 p. Clarkson N.
Potter, Inc., New York.

Hardinger, S. (2025) Mineral Specimen Cleaning and Preparation for the Amateur, 339 p.

Pearl, R. (1982) Cleaning and Preserving Minerals, Fifth Revised Edition, 87 p. Earth Science
Publishing Company, Colorado Springs.

Sinkankas, J. (1972) Gemstone & Mineral Data Book, 346 p. Winchester Press, New York.



