Heulandite group - (Ca,Na)s(Si27Ale)O72:26H,0O

Hardness: 3.5-4. Cleavage: Perfect. Brittle; easily cleaved. Insoluble in water. Tolerates
sonication. Acid tolerance highly variable. Crawford and Kipfer reports soluble in HCI, Crawford
reports insoluble in HNO3 or HoSO4. Acids (HCI and likely others) should be avoided but can be
tolerated for a short (unspecified) time by some samples. Remove calcite with warm acetic acid.
Becomes snow white and matte when exposed to oxalic acid (likely warm, as Tschernich indicates
oxalic acid can be used to derust). Remove manganese hydroxides/oxides with ascorbic acid.
Avoid strong detergents, soap and NH3. Attacked by hot alkali. Said to be sensitive to prolonged

immersion in impure water; use distilled water only.

A group of similar zeolites expected to have similar physical and chemical properties. Formula

given is for heulandite-Ca.
Varieties/related species (treat same as heulandite): Beaumontite (of Lévy).
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