Hedenbergite - CaFe?*Si>O¢

Hardness: 5.5-6.5. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Insoluble in water. Excellent resistance to acids. A
sample from China with a light brown crust was treated with concentrated HCI for two days,
resulting in a pleasing green color but much silica was dissolved; sample was most likely ilvaite
replacing hedenbergite. White coating forms over 24 hours with NH4HF,. Mostly stable to hot

alkali but some luster lost.
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