
Hanksite - Na22K(SO4)9(CO3)2Cl 
Hardness: 3–3.5. Cleavage: Distinct/good. Very easily soluble in water or dilute acids and therefore 

intolerant of any aqueous treatment. Rinse only in the liquor in which the specimen was formed, 

as mineral may be altered with saturated NaCl solution (brine); anhydrous alcohol or acetone may 

also be acceptable. Hygroscopic in humid environments; store in sealed container with desiccant. 

(One source indicates this mineral dehydrates but this is not possible as the formula is anhydrous.) 

Oiling is another common preservation method, sometimes in conjunction with desiccant storage. 
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