Halite - NaCl

Hardness: 2.5. Cleavage: Perfect. Very soft and brittle; often crumbly. Readily soluble in water.
Slightly soluble in ethanol and glycerine. Insoluble (?) in HCI (probably actually poor solubility
in concentrated HCI). Clean with the brine in which the sample was formed, water saturated with
NaCl or (less satisfactory) anhydrous organic solvents (alcohols or acetone lacking water). Pure
halite is stable to atmospheric moisture, but impure samples (especially with trona) may be
hygroscopic (and even deliquescent) and thus should be stored in a closed container over a
desiccant. Storing under oil often impractical due to typically large sample size. Colored samples

(pink, blue, etc.) may be photosensitive and fade over time (even if stored in darkness).
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