
Grossular (Grossularite) - Ca3Al2(SiO4)3 

Hardness: 6.5–7. Cleavage: None observed. Insoluble in water. Inert to HCl used to remove 

enclosing calcite, but some samples maybe intergrown with calcite and thus disintegrate under this 

treatment. Prolonged exposure of some associated skarn minerals may cause delustering. Insoluble 

in HNO3 or H2SO4. Tolerates Iron OUT/EDTA. Stable to hot oxalic acid at 6 grams per liter but 

may be attacked at higher concentration. Stable to NH4HF2. 

 

Varieties/related species (treat same as grossular): Hessonite (cinnamon stone; essonite), hibschite 

(Deeson reports this variety soluble in HCl but this is doubtful), plazolite (said by Deeson to be 

easily soluble in HCl), rosolite (landerite), South African jade, succinite, tsavorite, wiluite (may 

also refer to vesuvianite). 
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