
Garnet group - X3Z2(SiO4)3 
X = Mg, Ca, Fe2+, Mn2+, etc.   
Z = Al, Fe3+, Cr3+, V3+ etc.   

Hardness and cleavage vary with species. Generally, insoluble in water and have excellent 

chemical resistance. As a group mostly resistant to attack by mineral acids (except grossular). 

Generally stable to hot oxalic acid. Often cracked and cemented together by carbonates or iron 

hydroxides/oxides whose removal causes specimen disintegration. 

 

A large group (17 members) of similar minerals having somewhat similar properties. See 

individual species for more details. 
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